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Press Release

Bern, 3rd February 2006

Switzerland issues four new commemorative coins 2006

swissmint, the Official Mint of the Swiss Confederation, is dedicating two of
its commemorative coins this year to Swiss institutions that are celebrating
major anniversaries in 2006: a 50 franc gold coin has been issued in
commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Swiss Papal Guard in
Rome; Switzerland is honouring 100 years of existence of the legendary
post bus with a silver coin with a face value of 20 Swiss francs. The two
commemorative coins appeared on 20th January 2006 together with the
"Piz Bernina" 10 Frank bimetal coin, which concludes the series of "Swiss
mountains”. Finally, in June, the last coin of the 2006 edition will appear:
the silver coin entitled "Bundeshaus" (Federal Parliament Building).

The choice of subject for the gold coin fell on a unique Swiss institution with a
long history: the Swiss Papal Guard. The Guard has performed valuable services
for Switzerland abroad and in its anniversary year, it can look back with pride to
its beginnings in 1506.

The silver and bimetal coins are also dedicated to typically Swiss themes. The
yellow post bus is celebrating the 100th anniversary of its inception and it is hard
to imagine life in Switzerland without this means of public transport. The nostalgic
post bus on the silver coin commemorates its start of service in 1906. Finally, the
"Piz Bernina" bimetal coin is dedicated to the highest peak in the Eastern Alps.
"Piz Bernina“ is one in the series "Swiss Mountains" started in 2004, focusing on
famous mountains. The other coins already issued are the "Matterhorn“ and the
"Jungfrau®.

The fourth coin “Bundeshaus” is dedicated to the Federal Parliament Building and
will appear in June 2006.
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Gold coin commemorating the 500th anniversary of the existence of the
Swiss Guard

On 22nd January 1506, 150 Swiss soldiers marched into Rome at the invitation
of Pope Julius Il. This date is regarded as the official date of birth of the Pontifical
Swiss Guard. The body of soldiers was quickly increased in numbers; by the year
1527, the Swiss Guards comprised a force of 189 soldiers. The ruling families in
Zurich and Lucerne attached great importance in sending their sons and
nephews to serve in the highly respected military corps in Rome. In the
meantime, the Swiss Guard has changed from being the Pope's bodyguards to a
provider of modern security services. Their high reputation is not only legendary
in Rome but throughout the world, thus promoting Switzerland's esteem abroad.

swissmint, the Official Mint of the Swiss Confederation, is participating in the
maijor celebrations surrounding the anniversary by issuing a gold coin bearing the
inscription "500 years of Swiss Guard®. The gold coin depicts a Swiss guard with
halberd; next to him is the inscription in upper-case letters "GUARDIA SVIZZERA
PONTIFICIA* and the two years 1506 and 2006. The design was developed over
several months of close co-operation between swissmint, the Official Mint of the
Swiss Confederation, and a former Swiss guard, Rudolf Mirer, who is one of the
leading artists in Switzerland today. The commemorative coin has a legal face
value of 50 Swiss francs and is minted in limited edition in "proof coin” quality.
The combination of noble gold, fine production and artistic design makes the
anniversary coin into a noble miniature masterpiece.

Silver commemorating 100 years of the post bus

For the past 100 years, Switzerland has had an efficient means of public
transport, the post bus, which provides a reliable link between remote regions
and the main population centres. The service started in 1906 when the first post
bus line was opened between Bern and Detligen. Today, the service network
measures 10,363 kilometres and the 2000 vehicles transport 100 million
passengers a year. The remnants from the early buses are their yellow livery and
their use of a three-tone horn on some Alpine post routes.

The commemorative silver coin depicts one of the first Saurer post buses from
the year 1906. Below is the official anniversary logo "Swiss PostBus centenary".
The coin was designed by Zurich-born graphic designer Raphael Schenker, who
placed great emphasis on a realistic reproduction of the historical post bus. The
minutest details can thus be seen on the coin. The anniversary coin has a face
value of 20 Swiss francs and is available in "uncirculated" and "proof coin"
minting qualities.
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Bimetal coin for Piz Bernina, "King of the Eastern Alps"

swissmint is dedicating the commemorative coin "Piz Bernina" to the highest
peak in the Eastern Alps, which, with an altitude of 4,049 metres above sea level,
is also the only mountain above four thousand metres in this region. The
magnificent panorama from the summit reaches from Grisons to Tyrol and South
Tyrol, and across Central Switzerland to the Bernese Oberland and Valais. At the
time it was first climbed by Grisons-born Johann Coaz and his rope team, its
peak was still unnamed. Coaz himself christened the mountain "Piz Bernina" and
drew a sketch from the summit, providing the basis for the first topographical map
of the region.

Mighty rock walls and precariously perched snow ridges characterise the image
of the "Piz Bernina" bimetal coin, which is issued as part of the "Swiss
Mountains" series. The design stems from Grisons-born Stephan Bundi, who also
designed the "Matterhorn" (2004) and "Jungfrau" (2005) issues. The coin has a
face value of 10 Swiss francs and is available in "uncirculated" and "proof coin"
minting qualities. In addition, "Piz Bernina" is included with Swiss circulation coins
in the "Coin Set 2006".

Culture promotion with Swiss commemorative coins

Since 1974, Switzerland has been issuing official commemorative coins every
year. The net proceeds from sale of the coins go towards promoting cultural
projects throughout Switzerland. The commemorative coins "500 years of Swiss
Guard®, "100 years of post bus", "Piz Bernina" and the Coin Set 2006 are
available from selected coin dealers, banks and from swissmint at
www.swissmint.ch.

Text and photo material

The text and photo material is available for downloading from:
http://www.swissmint.ch/e/presse/index.shtml

Further information

Kurt Rohrer, General Manager of swissmint
Bernastrasse 28, 3003 Bern

Tel. +41 (0)31 322 64 85

Fax +41 (0)31 322 60 07

Mail kurt.rohrer@efv.admin.ch
www.swissmint.ch
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Data sheet 1: swissmint, the Official Mint of the Swiss
Confederation

swissmint, the enterprise
swissmint is the official mint of the Swiss Confederation. The start of its history goes

back to the year 1848 when the Swiss Federal state was founded and the prerogative
to mint coin was transferred from the cantons to the Confederation. The Swiss Franc
was finally introduced in 1850 and today, it is regarded as one of the hardest
currencies in the world. The most important duty of swissmint is the coining of Swiss
circulation coins. In addition, swissmint regularly issues circulation and
commemorative coins in higher minting qualities and in strictly limited editions for the
numismatic market.

Commemorative coins: pictures of Switzerland

Switzerland pays tribute to extraordinary events and personalities in its history by
issuing official commemorative coins. It also highlights symbols of national
significance, thus promoting the international image of Switzerland. Thematic series
such as the "Swiss Mountains" or "Famous Buildings" help to publicise the beauties of
nature or the rich cultural heritage of Switzerland. Every year, swissmint issues a small
number of carefully selected subjects in a series of commemorative coins. The coins,
in bimetal, silver and gold, are stamped with an official face value and available in
various minting qualities.

The commemorative coins are designed by renowned Swiss artists. The coins,
produced at swissmint in close co-operation between the artist, engraver and minting
engineer, are products that remain true to the quality claim of "Swiss made", and their
design and execution delight both collectors and aficionados alike. Many of the
commemorative coins from swissmint have even received international awards.

Competence centre: the 'Mint'
As the national competence centre for minting, swissmint is also an official institution

that performs real-time tests and produces expertises for public and private clients. In
addition, swissmint provides the know-how and experience of its highly qualified and
skilled employees for complex orders from clients at home and abroad. At its location
in Bern, swissmint has 18 employees.

For further information, please visit www.swissmint.ch.
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Data sheet 2: Short portraits of the artists

"500 years of Swiss Guard" gold coin
Design: Rudolf Mirer

Rudolf Mirer was born in Chur on 9™ July 1937, the
descendant of an old Walser family. He lives and
works today in Obersaxen GR. At the end of his
schooling, Mirer, who had already been drawn
towards creative work at an early age, trained as a
textile designer at the St. Gallen textile college. In
1963, he joined the Swiss Papal Guard and spent
the following two years in the Eternal City. His spell
in Rome left its mark on him: deeply impressed by
' the city's cultural heritage, Mirer decided to
become a painter. On his return to Switzerland, he
set about his enterprise with great perseverance
and determination. He has now worked as a
freelance artist for 40 years. Mankind, nature and
the environment are the central themes of his
works, which can be admired both in Switzerland
and abroad. In addition to the commemorative
coin, Mirer also created the logo for the "500 years
of Swiss Papal Guard" support foundation as well
as a series of stamps on the same theme for the
Swiss Post.

For more information on Rudolf Mirer and his work,
visit www.artmirer.com

"100 years of post bus" silver coin
Design: Raphael Schenker

Graphic artist Raphael Schenker was born in
Zurich on 26" April 1971. He grew up in Kilchberg,
where he also attended primary and secondary
school. In 1987, he completed the preliminary
course at the F+F (Colour and Form) School for
experimental design in Zurich, and then trained as
a graphic artist from 1988 to 1992. After his father's
death, he took over his workshop in Adliswil in
1993 (which is now Schenker Vvisuelle
| Kommunikation). In 2001, he moved his workplace
' to Zurich where he founded bit'n'pixel GmbH in
2004. His field of work encompasses corporate
4 design, development of logos, print design for
brochures, catalogues, books, mail shots, posters,
POS material, packaging and information design
off/online. Raphael Schenker is a member of the
Association of Swiss Graphic Designers (SGD).

For more information on Raphael Schenker, visit
www.schenkerdesign.ch
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"Piz Bernina" bimetal coin
Design: Stephan Bundi

Stephan Bundi was born in Trun (Grisons) in
1950. Today he lives and works in Boll near
Bern. After leaving school, he successfully
completed the preliminary course in 1966, and in
1971 obtained the Diploma in Graphic Design at
the Bern School of Design. From 1973 to 1975
he attended a course at the State Academy of
Visual Arts in Stuttgart (book design and
—# illustration). Since 1975 Stephan Bundi has had
his own studio, and since 1980 he has been
lecturer and adviser at various design schools.
His area of work embraces communications
design for publishing houses, theatres, concerts,
film producers, museums, consumer and capital
goods, as well as advertising in the PR area. He
has received numerous awards for his posters,
CD programmes and books. Stephan Bundi's
works are to be found in many exhibitions and
collections in Switzerland and abroad.

For more information on Stephan Bundi, visit
www.atelierbundi.ch
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Data sheet 3: "500 y ears of Swiss Guard"

Design: Ru dolf Mirer

Characteris tics

Effigy 500 years of Swiss Guard

Date of issue 20th January 2006

Artist Rudolf Mirer, Obersaxen (Canton of Graubiinden)
Legal face value 50 Swiss francs

Alloy Gold 0,900

Diameter 25 mm

Weight 11.29¢

Mintage / quantity Proof coin in presentation case only

max. 6,000 coins

Coined and issued by swissmint, Swiss Federal Mint
CH-3003 Bern

Recommended retail price CHF 260.-

Available from Coin dealers, banks and online at
Www.swissmint.ch

Note for editors:
Photo material is available at: http://www.swissmint.ch/e/presse/index.shtml
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