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lecturers included famous Italian and international design names.
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Official commemorative coins

Each year, the Federal Mint Swissmint issues a small number
of commemorative coins featuring carefully selected subjects.
The coins in bimetal, silver and gold bear an official nominal
value and are available in various minting qualities — as collectors'
pieces in their own right or as an exquisite gift.

Susten Pass

As far back as the Middle Ages, there has been a trade route
over the Susten Pass. However, apart from periods when neigh-
bouring passes were closed, it was always less important as a
north-south trade route than the Brinig-Grimsel-Gries/Albrun
to the west and the Gotthard to the east. But during the religious
conflict between the protestant and catholic parts of Switzer-
land, the Susten Pass acquired a degree of military importance.

The old bridle path was first converted into a navigable road in
1811. Before the Second World War, the army demanded the
construction of a modern route between the cantons of Bern and
Uri for strategic reasons. But there were other reasons too, such
as encouraging tourism and promoting economic development
in this mountainous region. The current pass road is 45km long
and connects Wassen in Uri's Meiental with Meiringen in the
Haslital of the canton of Bern. Construction took place between
1938 and 1946. The aim was to involve as much manual labour
as possible and to blend the construction into the landscape,
which is why all the retaining walls were clad in natural stone.
Unlike the old Susten Pass road (2,259 metres above sea level),
the new road passes underneath the top of the pass in a summit
tunnel 2,224 metres above sea level. The Susten Pass is open
from around mid-June to mid-October each year and whoever
travels along its numerous bridges and tunnels will be able to
enjoy a superb mountain landscape.

Sources: Historisches Lexikon der Schweiz, Wikipedia



