Design: Benno K. Zehnder

The painter Benno K. Zehnder was born in Wettingen AG in 1941
where he also grew up. After finishing grammar school in Immen-
see SZ, he attended Lucerne School of Art. He spent the years
between 1964 and 1970 in London, initially attending courses on
painting and art history at Goldsmiths College, after which he cre-
ated exhibitions for the Swiss Centre, the Design Centre, the Royal
Academy and the City of Worcester among others. From 1970 to
1973, he was a lecturer and head of the Master of Arts course in
Film Animation at the City of Birmingham Polytechnic. After this
time, he headed the Department for Visual Communication at the
former Bath Academy of Art in Corsham/Wiltshire up to 1982.
From 1982 to 1997, he was Director of Lucerne College of Design
after which he became a Professor at Lucerne University of Art and
Design. In addition to his painting and drawing work, Benno K.
Zehnder is heavily involved with colour concepts and mural paint-
ing for schools, hospitals and churches among others.
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Effigy

«Vitznau-Rigi Railway»

Artist

Benno K. Zehnder, Gelfingen
Technical data

Alloy: Silver 0.835

Weight: 20 g

Diameter: 33 mm

Legal face value

20 Swiss francs

Date of issue

21t May 2008

Mintage

Standard coinage, uncirculated:
max. 50000 coins

Proof coin in presentation case:
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Even at that time, the Rigi was one of the most pop'ular-tdurist-d.

tinations in Switzerland. It was hardly surprising that this particular -

mountain should be singled out for Europe’s first mountain rail-
way. On 9™ June 1869, the Canton of Lucerne parliament granted
a concession for the construction and operation of a cog railway
between Vitznau and the Rigi to a consortium of engineers led
by Niklaus Riggenbach. The necessary share capital of 1.25 mil-
lion francs was subscribed within just two days. Work was started
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commemoratNe coins featuring
coins in bimetal, silver and gold bear an  off i
are available in various minting qualities. The net pro e

the sale of the coins are used to promote cultural projects through- -

out Switzerland.




